
 

Why Advocacy Matters

 

Our St. Brigid and Beacon afterschool programs collaborated

to collect donations for Hurricane Harvey relief, as well

as broadcast the importance of afterschool programs to the

community. 

Dear Friends,

Now, even more than ever, is the time to make
your voices heard and support communities on
both ends of the Williamsburg Bridge. Election
Day is on Tuesday, November 7 and I urge each
one of you to vote (please click here to find your
local polling site and read up on the candidates
for the general election).

But advocating for yourself and your neighbors
happens all year long. Here are just a few of the
recent advocacy initiatives that are being

http://grandlocafe.grandsettlement.org/t/r-l-jluiirtl-l-r/


BOLD INITIATIVES

We recently kicked off a new year of our JUMP! volunteer
program, where young professionals provide mentorship

to our youth during fun weekend trips.

GRAND STRATEGY

The website for GrandLo Café is live! Stay tuned for more
updates, including the menu and opening hours.

INSPIRED WORK

spearheaded by Emily Lederman, Manager of
Advocacy and Community Engagement:

Eight Community Organizers started their new
roles  .  Based at our Cornerstone and Beacon
sites, these youth staffers are leading advocacy
efforts at their sites.  
We held two successful nights of phone
banking to Get Out the Vote for the NYC
Primary on September 12. We plan to have
another voter call night focused on East New
York on November 6.
On October 26, our youth programs held
Lights On Afterschool events, which advocated
for funding and empowered our youth
participants as community leaders.

I am excited to see our community members learn
how to advocate for themselves and look forward
to seeing this work grow!

Best Regards,

Robert Cordero, Executive Director

 
 

Happening Now

http://grandlocafe.grandsettlement.org/t/r-l-jluiirtl-l-y/


Our Seward Park Community Center organized a fun and
spooky Halloween party (complete with a haunted house)

for the neighborhood.

Helping Antigua...

Carlton Guiden, Assistant Director at Rutgers
Community Center and a member of the Air
Force, is currently in Antigua doing relief work in
the wake of Hurricane Maria. We are so proud of
you, Carlton!

And Helping Puerto Rico in Brooklyn...

Parents and staff put together a food drive at 319
Stanhope Street to provide relief to families
affected by Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico.

 

 

 

Moments of the Month

 



...And in Manhattan

Our 80 Pitt Street staff dropped off food
donations at our local firehouse to support
disaster relief efforts.

Mayoral Town Hall in East New York

Director of Unity Plaza Community Center
Elizabeth Arroyo  and Youth Services  Staff
Charisse-Moore Jackson were excited to
meet Mayor Bill de Blasio at his East New York
Town Hall.   
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Grand St. Settlement Co-Sponsors Town Hall

We were honored to co-sponsor the District 2
Town Hall with Mayor Bill de Blasio and Council
Member Rosie Mendez.

Strengthening Brooklyn

MS 582 and PS 196 hosted the District 14
Community Roundtable to help promote

 

 



community partnership and support families and
youth in the district.

 

Partnering Together

Grand St. Settlement is collaborating with Literacy
Partners to provide English Language Learner
classes to parents at 319 Stanhope Street.

Touchdown!

Youth from our Manhattan Cornerstone programs
toured the NFL's headquarters. They visited the
command center, trophy room, and jersey
collection vault!

 

 



 

 

Coffee Break

Our staff went to the New York Coffee Festival to
check out the latest innovations in the coffee
world and get inspiration for the upcoming
GrandLo Café!

Volunteerism in Action

Volunteers from ACS and Publicolor painted the
hallways and the multipurpose room at 319

 

 



Stanhope Street! We appreciate their generosity
and time to brighten up one of our sites.

 

Extreme Dodgeball

Youth from Williamsburg and Bushwick and the
NYPD's 90th Precinct gathered at the
Williamsburg Community Center for an exciting
dodgeball match.

BEST Turns 14!

We celebrated the 14th Anniversary of the BEST
Program for our seniors with food, dancing, and
music.

 

 



 

Bright Smiles

Our partners at NYU College of Dentistry
provided free dental screenings for 3 and 4-year-
olds in our Early Learn Program.

A Trip Upstate

Families from our Cornerstone and Beacon
programs traveled to Pennings Orchard in
Warwick, NY to go apple picking. This trip was
part of the Family Health and Wellness Initiative
funded by Target.

 

 



 

Celebrating Settlement Houses

We were glad to celebrate the work of United
Neighborhood Houses at its annual benefit with
Assemblymember Yuh-Line Niou.

GrandLo Café Update

Members of the GrandLo Café advisory
committee recently toured the space at 178
Broome Street--we are excited for our pre-
opening event in January! Check out the
coverage on Bowery Boogie.
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Thank You, Krystal!

We said goodbye to Krystal Bodun Ramos,
Assistant Program Director of the Grand Coalition
of Seniors. Thank you for your amazing work and
we wish you the best in your new job!

Staff Development Day

The Grand St. Settlement family gathered at our
Williamsburg Community Center for a day of
professional development workshops, giveaways,
and delicious Mexican food.

 

 



 

Kickstart Our Kickstarter

We're excited to launch our Kickstarter campaign
this week to help support the job training
program at GrandLo Café--stay tuned for more
details!

Brainstorming With an Assemblymember

We met with Assemblymember Yuh-Line Niou to
discuss ways we can improve the lives of our
neighbors on the Lower East Side.

 

 



 
 

 

Next Up

The next Pop-Up Food Pantry will be Monday,
November 13 at 8:30am at 80 Pitt Street. For
more information, please contact Ines De la
Nuez.

On Wednesday, November 15 the Better
Business Bureau is hosting a "Take Control of
Your Debt" workshop and they are looking for
bilingual (English/Spanish) speakers to
volunteer. This is a great opportunity for staff,
especially those who have participated in
previous financial literacy workshops hosted by
Grand St. Settlement. Click here for more
information and to register.

 

 

 
Want to highlight your favorite moments in the
newsletter or social media? Send a description

mailto:idelanuez@grandsettlement.org
http://grandlocafe.grandsettlement.org/t/r-l-jluiirtl-l-i/


and Instagram-worthy pictures to:
ewong@grandsettlement.org

These little ones are excited to read the new books they

received at our recent book fair!

 
 

Grand St. Shoutouts

Happy Birthday shoutouts to Juan Abreu,
Elizabeth Arroyo, Juan Ascona, Carlton Brown,
Thanh Bui, Luis Campino, Keh-Yueh Chen, Dianya
Corniel, Don Cox, Lorna Desepeda, Eris Diaz,
Diana Fernandez, Dinayomi Fernandez,  
Joash Finx, Blanca Gonzalez, Patricia Gooding,
Emily Hartford, Diana Hernandez, Giselle
Hernandez, Katiuska Hernandez, Yan Huang,
Chelsea Jackson, Paula Jaimez, Tatiana Johnson-
Lopez, Marcia Jordan, Randy Luna, Rosaury
Marte, Kayla McKay, Henry Morgan, Oskar Noam,
Kelly Ortiz, Stephanie Ortiz, Jarina Paulino, Miguel
Rodriguez, Rebeca Rodriguez, Steven Romero,
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Ambar Rosario, Amalia Salinas, Kelly Santos,
Krystal Shipman, Zartese Smith, Clovis Thorn,
Kevin Torres, Ingrid Villatoro, Richard Washington,
XiaoJun Wei, and Jeremy Young.

Happy Anniversary shoutouts to Valerie
Agostini, Raquel Alejandre Machin, Victoria Alma,
Gustavo Amigon Jr., Zulia Arias Palacios De Mor,
Natalia Benton, Felicia Bispham, Zeidy Bravo,
Danielle Bryant, Luis Campino, Nitza Cortes, 
Lorna Desepeda, Luisa Duran, Regernald Feggins,
Juana Frias, Gley Garcia, Monica Gomez Duran,
Mechyceder Guillermo, Nelson Guzman, Chahney
Hinds, Michael Inge, Celeste Jennings, Javon
Jester, Michele Lee, Randy Luna, Rosaury Marte,
Milady Mayol, Kayla McKay, Carmen Mendez,
Christina Mercado, Shanese Narcisse, Wuta Onda,
Kelly Ortiz, Melissa Ortiz, Mercedes Peterson,
Daisy Pimentel, Rashad Pyatt, Ayana Reefe,  
Camera Robinson, Andrew Rodriguez, Miguel
Rodriguez, Rebeca Rodriguez, Gracianna Rosias,
Pamela Rountree, Maria Santos, Josephine
Southerton, Carmen Torres, Marisol Torres, Sandra
Vidal, and Dariel Williams. 

Thank you for your service and dedication to the
communities of the Lower East Side and Brooklyn.
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